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THE SEPTEMBER HSIEH CHIN 


This number of the hc has less news than usual, as most of the space is 
given to pushing four main subjects. g 


1. The Peace Conference. Ten pages are given to this subject, beginning with a 

— by Kuo Mo-jo. The first article is by Madame Sun Yat-sen, on The Struggle for 

eace (copied from the Peking People s Daily). Then comes an article welcoming the 
delegates, by the chairman of the Preparatory Committee of the Conference (also copied). 
An editorial on the same subject is signed by Lin Jung-wu. An interview by a correspond- 
ent, evidently German, with Rev. Martin Niemoller after his visit to the United States, in 
which Niemoller condemns the American attitude on war, has been translated into 
Chinese and comes next. Two pages are given to a report of the religious conference on 
peace that was held in Moscow May 9-12 of this year. This section closes with several 
nages of favorable impressions of Hewlett Johnson. 


J 2. The second general subject is on the study of the Common Platform, with the 
main article by Liu Liang-mo. 


3. The Thought Reform Movement comes next. Rev. Marcus Ch’en begins with a 
general article, which is then followed several in the nature of confessions, to show 
concretely what is meant by Thought Reform. The first of these confessional articles is 
by Peng Shen-ming, vice-president of Soochow University, on “‘I Will Earnestly Strive 
for Thought Reform. Prof. Chin Lu, of the Hupeh Agricultural College, writes on 
be 


irst Steps in Thought Reform. Several similar articles follow, all in this division 

ing copied from the secular press. This last fact shows more than anything else the 
intimidation under which the editor is working. He includes a certain amount of original 
material, but he keeps it to a minimum by filling up the space with these copied articles, 
thus reducing the risk of sudden and dire punishment for some inadvertent misstep. 


4. The last general subject is the PUMC Exhibit, on which we have already 
reported. This exhibit has now been moved to Tientsin, where thousands are seeing it 
and being moved with indignation’’. Thirteen pages are given to various articles on 
this subject, all copied. 


The magazine closes with five pages of Church News’’, but even this is for the 
most part news of political activities in the churches, so that nothing of the proper acti- 
vities of the churches is described. What little we can glean from these five pages will 
be found in other places in this Bulletin. 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS IN KIANGSU 


Hsieh Chin for September gives statistics for the Southern Baptist 6 
It is divided into six districts: ai, —— Soochow, Wusihe 1 — 
Yangchow. The following totals are reported: 42 churches, 3 branch churches, 1 
reaching center, 25 ministers, 25 men preachers, 16 women preachers, 5,381 members, 


3 „328 regular attendants. The only figure that we can compare directly with previous 
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reports is the number of churches, which was reported in 1950 as 46. This area, Central 
China, is the smallest of the four main fields of work in China of the Southern Baptists, 
the other three, with the number of churches reported in 1950, being: South China 151, 
North China 86, Interior 103. In addition a home missions frontier area with five 
churches was reported at that time. 


It was reported that more than half of these 42 churches were completely self- 
supporting in 1951. Where those that did not reach self-support got help was not stated. 
Achievements of a political nature during 1951 were listed as: ¥ 56,000,000, subscribed 
for arms; 230 comfort b for soldiers, including nearly three milljgn yuan; 1959 warm 
suits for soldiers; 187 soldiers from their membership, of whom ons Was a casualty 
during the year; 2780 signatures to the Reform Manifesto; 704 participants in study 
classes. The reporter, Chang Ch ang-ch'un, states that reports had not been received 
from five of the churches, so that the totals should really be higher than those stated. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Reassignments of China missionaries of the Methodist Women’s Division: Anne 
Pittman and Martha Graf, Borneo; M Winn, Lahore, Pakistan; Elizabeth Richey 
Rangoon; Dr. Margaret Tucker India; Mary K. Russell Liberia; Ellen Suffern and Mabel 
Nowlin Malaya. 


Dr. Martin A. Hopkins, now in this c „ has just completed revising his 
Commentary on First Corinthians in Chinese. It will be publis by the Christian 
Witness Press in Hongkong. 


The Danish Lutheran Mission still has one lady missionary working in Manchuria. { 
The Communist Government has recognized her as a Chinese citizen. 


Miss Bessie Hollows (Methodist), recently arrived from Shanghai, will be in New 
York about the middle of November. The Frank Prices, now in Hongkong, will sail for 
San Francisco on October 23. { 


Bishop Ambrose Pinger of Tsingtao (Roman Catholic) is imprisoned in atemple - 
near Tsingtao, where he is kept busy making match boxes. Dorothy Middleton, indeper J 
ent missionary from Linhsien, Kuangtung, has been seen recently in a Canton prison. | 


Dr. S. D. Sturton, CMS Hangchow, arrived in Hongkong from Hangchow on Sept. 4. 
He arrives in San Francisco on October 28, and will stay in this country for about six 
weeks before going on to his home in England. 


Ralph Lapwood has arrived in Hongkong with the three older children. Mrs. 
Lapwood and the youngest child, Susan, have remained behind in Peking until the close of 
the Peace Conference, at which she is an Australian delegate. 


The Frank Prices came out from Shanghai by train via Canton, and not via Tientsin, 
as others leaving Shanghai had had to do. He reports four baggage examinations en route, 
but nothing taken. Several Chinese friends as well as a number of foreign friends were at 
the railway station to see them off. 


Rev. John Hayes, in a letter from Tokyo, on his way home, speaks briefly of his 
tratment in prison. There was no particular * — strain, beyond the monotony of the 
prison diet, but the mental strain was severe. He speaks of forty successive days of 
questioning - from two to nine hours every day. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Dr. Peter V. F. Shih's survey of Chinese Christian Churches in America has been 
completed. A 1 statement of his report shows that there are about 100, 000 
Chinese in America, of whom about 10,000 are Christian. These are served by 71 
Chinese churches, many of the pastors having other jobs on the side. Most of the mem 
— bers can speak Engls ih, but Cantonese and Mandarin are still used in the church work, 
the latter especially with recent refugee arrivals from China. 


The Christian Literature Society has had about 80% of its publications destroyed. 
It is now doing very little business. 


Msgr. Riberi, the papal representative who was expelled from Nanking some 
months ago, has announced that Joseph Kuo has been consecrated Archbishop and made, 
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titular head of the Roman Catholic Church for China, with residence in Taipeh. Msgr. 
Riberi is now living in Hongkong. 


Christians among the Peace Conference — at Peking attended church 
services there on Sept. 28. Mrs. Eva Sanderson (Canadian) and other Canadian delegates 
attended a Congregational Church. Gerard Filion, editor of the Montreal Le Devoir, and 


other Catholics among the ——— joined with 3,000 Chinese Catholics in prayer for 
peace at a great mass held in Peking's largest Cathedral. Bishop Li Chun-wu preached 


on Peace. 


More than 1,500 Chinese Christians representing 180 or more different organiza- 
tional units met in Shanghai for a great rally on September 23 to celebrate the second 
annivers of the reform campaign. Bishop Robin Chen Episcopab was the main 
speaker. He pointed out the achievements of the past two years, and urged Christians to 
still greater effort in the fulfilment of the Three-self ideals. Bishop Kaung Methodist) 
and Chu Kwei-shen Kung Tuan - Spiritual Work Fellowship?) also spoke. Lo Chu- 
li, the chief of the East China MAC Office of Religious Affairs, stressed the government 
ge on religion and Government protection of people s freedom in religious belief. 

he report of the meeing sounds very political, but we must remember that it comes 
through the NCNA, and this official news agency would naturally stress the political as 
aspects of the meeting and pass over in silence the many worth-while things that Bishops 
Chen and Kaung undoubtedly said on this occasion. Such news agency preoccupation with 
an aspect of a meeting which was to the participants only a secondary matter is not un- 
known in this country. 


The Russian Orthodox Church in Shanghai after ‘‘Liberation’’ received a bishop 
from Moscow, Bishop Tu Jun-chen. The news item in the September Hsieh Chin which 
mentions him says that the church has of course more Russian members than any other 
nationality, but that there are a few Chinese members. 


The church in Hu-tseh village in eastern Chekiang has been closed for a year while 
the Land Redistribution was going on. During that time the church building was used as 
the headquarters for the land reform. On July 4 it was returned to the church-members 

d over 150 were present to celebrate the re-opening of church services. The building 
handed over by the mayor of the vill in an appropriate speech, and Hsu Ta-wei 
(pastor or leading layman?) made at answer. 


A report from prison life in China gives an interesting sidelight on the quality of 
Chinese laymen. In the prison were twelve large rooms in which the prisoners were 
confined. Each room elected its own room leader. Five of the twelve room leaders 
were Christians, the only Christians in prison. One of these was a young lad who in 2 
response to anti-Christian baiting spoke up so effectively for his Christian faith that his 
critics were silenced, and his roommates a few days later elected him room leader. 


Classes for the study of the Common Platform are held every Thursday morning 
in Shan for 362 pastors and church leaders who have signed up for the study. It is 
to last for from nine months to a year. The value of the study is reenforced by state- 
ments from Bishop Robin Chen, Bishop Z. T. Kau Rev. H. H. Tsui, Rev. George Wu, 
Rev. Chia Yu-m (principal of the Ling-hsiu Bible School), Rev. Hsieh Sung-san (pastor 
Moore Memorial Church), and Mr. Han Went ao Gecretary of Nanking Church Council. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The re-shuffling of university faculties was carried out at a rapid rate during the 
brief summer vacation. About the Yenching faculty has been assigned to other 
laces. E.g., Tsai Lu-sheng has been sent to North Manchuria to head the Chemistry 
partment in a new university. The official date for moving was October 5. Sounds 
like a moving date after an especially severe Methodist Annual Conference. 


It is reported that in Peking, at least, the ernment directive on the Anti-Three 
Movement was Struggle severe, punishment | Ten professors failed to be accepted, 
but five have since been accepted. Lu Chih-wei has been cleared, and will probably be ap- 
pointed to the Academia Sinica in the reor ation. Others who have been cleared are 
Agnes Chen, Ch'i-Ssu- ho, Shen Wu-tze. C Tung-sun had made another attempt to 
clear himself, but without success. T. C. Chao had made no further attempt at self-criti- 
cism up to September 26. It is reported that no one has been arrested, no one has been 

ismissed; all salaries continue to be paid. As this conflicts with other news we have 
A from Peking, it is difficult to interpret it, but it comes from a reliable source. 
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